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“Ho! For the plains where 
the dolphins play,

And the bend of the mast 
and spars,

And a fight at night with 
the wild sea-sprite

When the foam has 
drowned the stars.”

—from “A Sailor’s Song” 
by Paul Laurance Dunbar

S o much rope. Miles of 
rope. I half expected a 
giant spider to appear 

crawling into the hemp web.
As my friend and I stood 

gawking at the Hawaiian 
Chieftain’s rigging, Lady 
Washington glided up, a 
silent partner. Both crews 
came to life, following 
orders barked in a language 
of their own and lashed 
the two vessels together. A 
gangplank between made 
them accessible to landlub-
bers. The ones who knew 
the ships intimately and the 
sea firsthand made ready for 
those of us who only dream.

My friend began to feel 
slightly nauseous with the 
movement, but I assured 
her she’d feel better once 
we were aboard.

We had driven to the 
Oregon Coast to get a 
hands-on look at these two 
magnificent tall-ship replicas 
that were paying our state a 
visit and slowly making their 
way back up to Aberdeen, 
Wash., their new home port. 
Both ships are owned and 
operated under the non-
profit, educational company, 
Grays Harbor Historical 
Seaport Authority.

Launched in 1989, the Lady 
Washington is a full-scale 
replica of a brig from the late 
18th and early 19th centuries. 
In 1788, the original became 
the first American vessel to 
make landfall on the West 
Coast of North America. The 
historic lady was thoroughly 
researched, and her name-
sake was carefully crafted by 
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Tongue-tied 
aboard the 
tall ships
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LOCAL
QUESTIONS? Contact Cathy Noah, city editor, cnoah@mailtribune.com or 541-776-4473

The following news items
were drawn from our archives 

from 100 years ago today.

The Mail Tribune strives for 
accuracy, but when an error of 
general signifi cance occurs in 
our news pages, it is our policy 
to correct it promptly. To report 
such an error on weekdays, 
please call 776-4477 or e-mail 
the newsroom at news@mail-
tribune.com. Please include 
a contact name and phone 
number. On weekends, please 
call 776-4400.

YOUR INSIDE LINE

Have a tip or question for the newsroom? Here’s how to reach us:
PHONE: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 776-4477, after 6 p.m. and weekends 776-4400
MAIL: P.O. Box 1108, Medford, OR 97501
EMAIL: news@mailtribune.com

ONLY  ONLINE

COMING   IN PRINT

LOTTERY RESULTS

CORRECTIONS

PEGGY DOVER

A few years ago, controlling 
mosquitoes was simple. Call vector 
control, set a date, and Jim would 
come by and spray. No vector con-
trol now. We are supposed to locate 
where the mosquitoes are, etc. This 
is ridiculous. My yard is already buzz-
ing. Unless things have changed since 
I called last year, homeowners seem to 
be on their own! What gives?

— Judy, Talent
Instead of focusing on adult 

mosquitoes, Jackson County 
Vector Control is now trying to 
get to the root of the problem 
and go after mosquito larvae, 
said Jim Lunders, manager for 
the local agency that tackles 
pest problems.

“We need to find those 
larval sources and treat the 
mosquitoes as larvae before 
they become biting, flying 

mosquitoes,” he said.
Vector Control still will spray 

areas for adult mosquitoes 
on occasion, but the priority 
has shifted to eliminating the 
problem at its source rather 
than spraying one hatch after 
another.

M o s q u i t o  l a r v a e  s w i m 
around in sources of water 
that can include low areas 
where water pools, storm 
drains, pools that aren’t being 
maintained, flood-irrigated 
pastures, artificial wetlands 
built to control storm water, 
old tires and a host of other 
places, Lunders said.

“If we map the larval source, 
hopefully we won’t have to 
treat for adult mosquitoes next 
time. If we just simply went out 
and sprayed and the source was 

still there and full of larvae and 
pupae, it would just require 
another spray,” he said.

Once they’ve identified larval 
sources, vector control workers 
can put naturally occurring soil 
bacteria in the water to control 
the larvae, he said.

Last year, Jackson County 
Vector Control mapped sev-
eral thousand new sources for 
larvae, Lunders said.

Changing federal rules also 
are pushing the change. Under 
new national environmen-
tal guidelines, vector control 
agencies must follow inte-
grated pest-management 
standards, which include first 
identifying the pest prob-
lem, evaluating appropriate 
options, then determining the 
best use of pesticides. Spraying 

adult mosquitoes is now con-
sidered a secondary control 
method.

Jackson County Vector Con-
trol recommends members of 
the public take these steps to 
help eliminate mosquitoes on 
their property:

■ After each rain, take a 
few minutes and inspect your 
yard, and dump out water from 
any household containers, 
such as buckets, flowerpots 
and old tires that may breed 
mosquitoes.

■ Don’t forget to check for 
clogged rain gutters, tarps over 
wood piles and boats that may 
also be holding water.

■ If you are collecting rain-
water for later use, be sure that 
barrels or cisterns are covered 
with fine mesh screen to keep 

mosquitoes from using them 
as a home.

■ Ornamental ponds and 
stock troughs should be 
stocked with mosquito fish to 
keep mosquitoes at bay.

■ Dog dishes and bird baths 
should be cleaned weekly. Any-
thing that holds water for seven 
days can produce mosquitoes.

— Send questions to “Since 
You Asked,” Mail Tribune 
Newsroom, P.O. Box 1108, 
Medford, OR 97501; by fax to 
541-776-4376; or by email to 
youasked@mailtribune.com. 
To see a collection of col-
umns, go to mailtribune.com/
youasked. We’re sorry, but the 
volume of questions received 
prevents us from answering all 
of them.

SINCE YOU ASKED

Vector Control focuses on mosquito larvae

May 29, 1916
MEDFORD WALLOPS HORN-
BROOK 31 TO 10

Medford everlastingly wal-
loped Hornbrook on their own 
home grounds Sunday before 
their own people. The score 
was 31 to 10. The Medford team 
developed a fi endish batting 
disposition from the start, and 
hits fell like rain. The Hornbrook 
team was off color and errors 
added to the general agony. 
Pitcher Anthony of Hornbrook, 
usually a hard twirler, was 
lambasted freely. Caster, for 
Medford, hurled a good game 
and was backed by strong sup-
port. The game was such a farce 
that no score was kept. Next 
Sunday the local team will play 
Grants Pass at Grants Pass.
GOLDEN LINK BIBLE CLASS 
ELECTS OFFICERS

The Golden Link Bible class 
held their regular monthly busi-
ness meeting in the primary 
rooms of the Baptist church on 
Wednesday afternoon when 
the offi cers for the ensuing 
year were elected as follows: 
President, Mrs. G. A. Whillock; 
vice-president, Mrs. George L. 
Howard; secretary treasurer, 
Mrs. Fred Purdin; reporter, Mrs. 
Frank F. Loder. The meeting 
was held in the late afternoon 
and the ladies then entertained 
their husbands with a picnic 
supper. It had been planned to 
have the picnic at Rogue River, 
but on account of the rain the 
plans were necessarily changed. 
There was an abundance of all 
kinds of good things to eat and 
all voted it a most enjoyable 
evening. Those present were 
Messrs and Mesdames Fred 
W. Mears, George L. Howard, 
Roland G. Beach, Elgin Bratney, 
J. A. Hemstreet, Frank L. Loder, 
Charles L. Hoover, Gus Stinson, 
Frank Stinson, James Leslie, J. 
H. Harrison, H. D. Alloway, Steve 
Moore and nine little folks.
PROSPECT

O. L. Irwin, Mr. and Mrs. P. 
C. Sholl and Miss Ora Walker, 
all of the power station forded 
to Derby Saturday, the 20th, 
to meet Mr. Sholl’s daughter, 
Evelyn, who has been attending 
school in Ashland since last fall. 
They found several mud holes, 
in one of which they stuck for an 
hour or more. As it has rained 
several times since, motor-
ists would do well to avoid the 
Derby road until there has been 
a week or so of good weather.

EDUCATION

Teresa Thomas covers education for 
the Mail Tribune. Follow her on Twitter 
at @teresathomas_mt or email her at 
tthomas@mailtribune.com.

Stretch of North 
Umpqua River 
is a major 
steelhead producer

By Mark Freeman
Mail Tribune

STEAMBOAT — A backcoun-
try advocacy group plans to 

jump-start a stalled campaign 
to protect a 104,000-acre chunk 
of the North Umpqua River Basin 
for wild steelhead and name it 
after one of the fish’s most ardent 
and iconic defenders.

The group Backcountry Hunt-
ers and Anglers plans to launch 
a statewide grassroots cam-
paign to see the Frank Moore 
Wild Steelhead Sanctuary east 
of Roseburg become a reality.

The sanctuary and the 

Congressional bill seeking to 
designate it are in the name of 
Moore, a storied North Umpqua 
fly-fisher and nationally recog-
nized conservationist whose wild 
steelhead advocacy dates back to 
the early 1950s in the basin and 
continues today.

The proposed sanctuary 
covers Umpqua National Forest 
and federal Bureau of Land 
Management lands now home 
to more than 80 miles of wild 

steelhead spawning habitat and 
the source of some of the best 
cold and clean water in the basin, 
advocates say.

“It’s about what we do and 
what we’re about — protect-
ing pristine landscapes,” says 
Brian Jennings, BHA’s Oregon 
coordinator.

The legislation seeking to 
create the sanctuary states 
that the land would be pro-
tected, preserved and managed 

to enhance its flora, fauna and 
ecology, especially preserving it 
as a cold-water refuge for wild 
steelhead.

The act calls for no new roads, 
prioritizes the decommissioning 
of roads and bans future mining 
and geothermal exploration but 
does not prohibit current mining 
there. Language in the draft bill 
does not address commercial 

WATERSHED PROTECTION

Group stumps for steelhead sanctuary

By Nick Morgan
Mail Tribune

For many who spent a 
sunny Saturday in a for-
gotten part of Southern 
Oregon’s past, a day in an 
Upper Applegate ghost 
town was an opportunity 
to celebrate other antiques 
forgotten.

A t  t h e  2 3 r d  a n n u a l 
Buncom Day celebration in 
the old ghost town, nearby 
rancher  Martha Straube 
used the event to showcase 
her two miniature Crosley 
cars from the 1940s, an all-
original yellow convertible, 
of which Straube said only 
10 remained in the United 
States, and a green Cros-
ley station wagon Straube 
restored herself. The cars, 
made in Ohio by the com-
pany better known for radios 
and phonographs, were sold 
through Macy’s department 
stores in the 1940s.

“ I  l i k e  t h e  r a r e  a n d 
unusual,” Straube said.

Many others shared their 
own fascinations with the 
unusual at the event. At 
the event’s midday parade, 

Jason Hord of Jacksonville 
rode a replica 1880s-era 
large-wheel bicycle, sitting 
a good 4 to 5 feet off the 
ground.

“Where are the brakes?” a 
parade spectator asked.

“Right here,” Hord said, 
pointing at his legs.

Hord said the bike was a 
common racing design in 
the 1880s. Before bikes were 
gear-driven, the way to 
boost a bicycle’s speed was 
to make the wheel directly 
connected to the pedals 
larger. 

Hord, who said his family 

has lived in the Jacksonville 
area for five generations, 
has ridden bicycles all his 
life and unicycles since he 
was 9 years old. In a time 
before Lyn and Reeve Hen-
nion purchased the Buncom 
land and started the annual 
celebration in 1993, Hord 
remembered, he would ride 
from Jacksonville to Buncom 
to go swimming as a kid.

The three buildings at 
Buncom are all that remain 
of a once-thriving 19th cen-
tury gold mining camp. The 
site was in disrepair when 
the Hennions purchased it 

in 1990 and shortly after 
they and others created the 
Buncom Historical Society 
to protect it. Buncom Day is 
celebrated each year on the 
Saturday of Memorial Day 
Weekend.

Once the parade got 
going, parade Grand Mar-
shal Steve Vincent and 
his foster children rode 
together with Lyn Hen-
nion on a tractor, following 
a one-man-band singing 
“Buncom” repeatedly.

I n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e 
Buncom tradition, Vincent 
was selected for the honor in 
part because he happened to 
show up. But Hennion said 
she also chose to honor Vin-
cent, who works as Avista’s 
Oregon regional business 
manager, for his work with 
the community as a foster 
parent who sits on eight 
community boards, including 
Southern Oregon University, 
Rogue Community Col-
lege and Oregon Institute of 
Technology. He’d also been 
involved in the opening of 
Hanley Farm to the public.

BUNCOM DAY 2016

Jason Hord, of Jacksonville, rides his 1880’s high wheeler bike during the Buncom Day Parade on Saturday. MAIL TRIBUNE PHOTOS/ JAMIE LUSCH

Classic cars and people pack the road near Buncom on Saturday. 

Celebrating the unusual
Crowd turns out for 23rd annual gathering at abandoned gold mining camp

SEE BUNCOM,  B2

SEE DOVER,  B3

SEE WATERSHED,  B3

Sarah Lemon’s food blog, The 
Whole Dish, features tasty, 
seasonal recipes.www.mailtri-
bune.com/wholedish

A Medal of Honor recipient 
from Oregon’s Lake County 
remembers his platoon’s 
deadly fi refi ght with the Tali-
ban. Monday on page 1

Megabucks
Winning tickets: none
Saturday’s jackpot: $5.2 million
5 of 6 (kicker): 2, worth 
$3,154.40
5 of 6 (no kicker): 7, worth 
$788.60
Numbers: 7-9-13-23-40-44

Powerball
Saturday’s jackpot: $90 million
Numbers: 6-33-34-58-59
Powerball: 12


